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he is by no means one-sided or national in the principles he announces. 
Aside from the general excellence of this work, there are many other 
notable features. Attention is centered upon the normal relations 
between states, to the activities of diplomatic agents, congresses and con- 
ferences, the conclusion and enforcement of treaties, and especially 
the administration of the solidary interests of a cultural and economic 
nature of all the civilized powers. From the reading of a book like this, 
one rises with an entirely different and indeed much higher conception of 
international law from that conveyed by so many of the standard treatises 
which in the part relating to peace deal only with formal matters, such 
as the nature of the state, state succession, sovereignty, etc. The book 
before us is rich in its material upon international activities in time of 
peace, and bears in upon us strongly the impression of the constant rela- 
tions and normal activities through which nations from day to day, year 
out, year in, act as members of a great, stable and permanent society. 
The work is divided into eight books, seven of which deal with the rela- 
tions of peace, and only one, occupying about one-fifth of the volume, 
with international conflicts. The law of war, itself, which in the older 
treatises constituted the main body of doctrine, has shrunk into the 
modest dimensions of 80 pages out of 546. What a great Spanish writer 
prophesied has here already come to pass, in that the law of war has 
been reduced almost to the relative position with regard to the whole of 
international law as that which is held by criminal law in the legal sys- 
tem of a nation. 

The positive method of the author does not preclude a very clear per- 
ception of the fact that international law is undergoing a process of evo- 
lution. The manner in which the author has been able to indicate this 
growth and development in contemporary international law is one of the 
chief merits and charms of his work. As a statement from the highest 
point of view of science, of the present state of international law, the 
work of Professor von Ullmann is of the greatest value; but it is also a 
most useful handbook both for study and for reference, in which respect 
it may be compared to the excellent manual by Henry Bonfils. 

Paul S. Reinsch. 

La vie politique dans les deux mondes. Edited by M. Achille 
Viallete. Second volume. (Paris: Alcan. 1909. Pp. 628.) 

The prompt appearance of the second volume of La vie politiques 
duns les deux mondes, edited by M. Achille Viallete, will be welcomed 
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by all who desire a succinct, accurate and intelligent summary of the 
more important political events throughout the world during the 
twelve months from October, 1907, to September 30, 1908. Each of 
the leading powers are considered seriatim, the less important countries 
being treated in groups. The chapter upon the United States is taken 
by the editor. M. Andre Tardieu furnished a short introductory sum- 
mary of the international events in general. M. Gidel provides a con- 
venient digest, topically arranged, of the international treaties and 
conventions entered into during the period covered; in a short conclud- 
ing chapter there is given a general survey of the year from the economic 
viewpoint. 

In these days, when important events succeed one another so rapidly, 
such an excellent annual publication as this is of great utility. It is 
suggested, however, that its value may be considerably enhanced by giv- 
ing in footnotes, whenever possible, fuller references to the official 
documents and other original sources of information. 



Le Consul. Fonctions, Immunites, Organization, Exequatur. Essai 
d' expose syst&matique. By Ellery C. Stowell. (Paris: A. Pedone, 
1909. Pp. 353.) " 

At a period when the commercial powers of the world are engaged 
in a feverish competition for the extension of their foreign commerce, 
a general survey of the consular arm of government, its organization, 
functions and immunities is timely. It is only in comparatively recent 
times that there has been a realization of the fact that, in many par- 
ticulars, the organization of the consular service has retained obsolete 
features without a compensating intensive development so as to be 
adequate to the needs of commerce. Finally, however, the legislative 
and administrative organs of many governments have been stimulated 
t o activity in this respect by demands coming from within the mercan- 
tile community itself. Public opinion, thus effectively generated, 
usually results in action and to it, rather than to the growth of the 
system from within, may be ascribed the parliamentary action taken 
in Great Britain in 1903 and the re-organization of the American con- 
sular service through congressional action in 1906. 

The work before us is a dissertation for the doctor's degree presented 
to the University of Paris by an American student. It does not assume 
to be a treatise upon the functions or immunities of consuls according to 



